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DETAILS
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'The 912 ioins the very shorl lisl oI equipment thct
could lind a home in either c studio or domeslic system,

. ftic Bibb, AShlp Catlod tove (Tetarc
Bluos CD 836291
' lhe Persuasioirs, Ti€ Persuasi0ns
Sing U2 tcheskyJ0306l

wilhout ever seeming like trn interloper'
known m. r .  Io r  m . ima L  sm.

Nere  lhe  dom n .n t
fea iu re  s  t l re  ex ten5 lve  !5e
of  t r .n5 fo f  m. r  coup l ing .
T .ansrorm.E ac  onc  o f  T  m s
5 p e . . l 1 e 5  . o  h e s  d e s g n e d
a L t  n e w . r € s  l . r  t h e  9 1 2
0 l  p - r t . u L . r  f l e r e s t  5  t h e
mov ng  co  t  phon.  np l l  wh .h
co ! td  1 ! .n  . ! t  lo  be  lh r  t l2 .

LPs
. Harry Belaionta,
Eeiaforte sinqs The Elues
{Ctassic RecordYRCA Living
Skreo tSP 1972 2001
. Ray Chartes &Cteo Laine,
Porsy & Sess{Classic/
Rhino/laz? PtareilP 18311

otl{Sundazed tP5186180q

n the  t l2  the  m-c  s ta le
s  l r !ns f . rmer 'co !p ted  w i th
fo ! r  d  f f€ r€n t  rap5 to  p ro !  d€
a w de fan !e  o f  impedance
m a t c h  n 9  , i 0 , l 2  6  ! . d :  o h m
Wh. t  wc  h .v .  hcrc  s  an  m .
s tep  s t . !e  so  q !  e l ,y . t  s .wde
n r15  ayn .m c  ra .gc  (n . r  you
m !h t  c .ns  dc f  i t  onc  o f  the
most  5 !c .cs5 fu l l !9 ! l in !  ac ts  in
fcccn l  L ina l .g !e l  h  no t ,

vinyl, ironol
. Richard lhompson, ftoit
Partour Eallads lDiveme
Records/CookinqVinyL
otv009iPl
CDs

At thouqh the  m m se . t  on
ls  f i red  a t ,17 l  ohm a .d  lhus
w tho ! r  the  va . :b le  ser t .g5
of t re  de . re r  s landato .e  EAR
piono amps r  wer .omed
t l re  nput  o ibo th  t re  mono
.nd  s te .eo  Deccas  and t re
h n o ! r d  n 9  l 5 h ! r e V l 5 V [ 1 R
LPs E.ged kom th .  q to r i . ! s
1950s moio  a id  : te reo  o l
.e f ta  n  RCA: . .d  Cap lo ts ,  ro
Rlcha d  Thompso i  s  ta ten .  and
th .  !a r  e ty  o f  5 r r face  .ond t  ons
!ncov . red  !  de l i !h r r ! t
p h c n o m c n o n :  i h e  E A R  9 1 2
pL. .c5 .nyr f i c  n9  no  se  Derow
the mls . Io! iale to slra n to
hcr r  t ,  c r€n  on  my wof r -o r  t

pL .ycd  w i th .no !9h  o lher
. . .1 . !dqe5 .  . ! !pLc  o f  Gf .do :
the  Ly .a  0o . .n  lmo.o l  thc
T.an i f r ! ! r r l  on  T .mpc.  ! .nd
the  BLL.  An!c l  M.n t ; :  to
erer .  se  oorn  pnono s rJ9c5L
and.L tho ! ! th  wou ld  h .ve  lked

some way o f  f  ne  t ! .  nq  the
D c c . . s  . ! ! t d n  t  I i d  a  s . q t e
re.5on to \!i nge alro!t tlre
9r2  s  h .ndL n !  o f  LP so ! rces

B! t  t c l  s  no l  p resume tha t
thc  phono sec t i .n  s  th  s  p re
.mpLI  e .  s  soLe ra  scn  d  e t fe  A

! tance. t  the  photos  le t l s  yo l
t  ha5.  p .o fcss  onat took to  t

:s  t5  n :me s !99 .5 ts  and .o t

t in .e  yo !  !e t  p -s t  lhe  .h .55  s
y . !  no t r .e  th - t . . s thc t  .s  a fe
i  rmty  o l  lhe  f . .m fo l low.g
lun . l  on  5 .F .o l  No tha t  s  no l
a  e l p h e m  5 m  f o .  ! 9 L n . s 5 :
adore  lh .  Lo .k .  I . r  th .  .5hecr
ro  .onsense n ius . ! ta r  ty

AUDIOPHILE5 'DRIBBLE
The meter  nq  is  p rov l r l c . l  to

! i v e :  v  s ! a L  n d  . a t  i f  . f  5  9  n . t
te re t ,  ro t l ! s t  t . .d l  sameth  no
for : !d  oph tes  ro  d r  bbLe o !€ .
EAR IeeG t  susef l twr re i

There  ar !  p te . l y  o f .o i t .o t r
A t  t re  fa f  te f t  a re  what
con5 i  1 l tes  the  Pho. .  iec t  o f
.on t fo ls ,  th ree  k .obs  p .ov  d  nq
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rom t i .  rop  m c  mpedan.e
se l l .q  the  ch .  cc  o f  mo l i r9
.o  t . r  rnov in !  m.gne l  s tag€
and Phon.  I  o r  2  to !  c .n  hook
!p  two tu rn tab te5  and . . .es5
m  m  o . m  .  h o m . l h e f  A c r o s s
rhe  bor r .m LEI I  t .  r  9h t ,  a re  t re
m! .h  appfe . . l .d  mono/s te r€o
prcss  ounof  .  qa  n  n l i cn  n9
ro tary  tha t  p rov  deJ  seL l  n9s  . f
0db.  -6dB: id  r2dB :  ro t . ry
mute  sw t .h i  a  f . ta ry  1 :pe
mon io r  se te . lo r  3 .  . f /o l f
bu t to .  t l ra t  t r9h1s  L i  the  now
t ra . l  I  ona t  EAR or .n9e Abovc
t  s  | re  fo ta ry ! . t !me. .n l r . t

1o  rs  t€ f t ,  rowafd  the  melers ,
sa  ro ta t , t ra t  se te . ts  e  ther

o i  lwo ba t : . .e |  .p ! l s  nnd tne
n p u t s  m : . [ e d  C D , . u r  1  a n d

2 a .d  ph . .o  5e te . t i .n  o f  the
Lat te r  s  !s€d  n .onJUn. !  on  w i t i r
t r re  ro la ry  to  the  la r  le l t  th . t
chooses  prono I  o r2

EEEFY COI{ ECTORS
At  lhe  back  are  the  dr .  der l l y
bcc fy  conne. to fs  to  leed the
b. la fc€d and s  rg te  ender i
t in , "  inp ! ts  t l re  p rono Inpu l ! ,
and 1a  Pe mon to r  a t t  ou tp ! ts
arc . teo  co !Pted  th fo rgh
t r . . s to .meF.  A t  lh .  m:  i
o ! lpu t ,  the  pho ro  and XLR
qa!cs  are  ere i  re !  ronr
n d  v  d ! . L l . a n s i o  m e . w n d L i q 5

l h e  9 1 2  s  f  l t e d  w t r  t w o s e t s . f
bab. .ed  lXLRland two se ts  o l
s . r rG end.d  lRCAIo ! tp l t i .  so
o i - " . o ! l d  f s o d f v e n .  r o o k  t
up  to  io ! .s te  eo  sy : tems

ALt  np !15  whether  ba t : . .ed
or  u i . . tan .eo  . r .  se le . ted
by tu tdys  .ddrcs5  i !  T im!
d e s . e  t o  k e r p  t h . 5 i g n a t p a t h s
asshof t  as  po . i  b t .  to  a r ro id
oa le . t  a l  p rob tcms d !e  to  to .q
n te .na t t r "  n !  r !n5  The ma n

or tpu t .  r . ! iL  5  h .scd  on  a
ga.  b tock  .omerhnt  s  m t . r
ro  tha t  used n  r f re  phono s ta9e,
b l t . f  cou  se  w t l i  tower9 i  n
and ILa t  i req !en . i  re5po.sc
The pr  mary  o f  t i re  o ! tp ! l
t rans tormer  s  Ln  th . .nor le
c  fc !  t . r  the  ou lFd ! . .1 !e
wh te two seconddres  fccd  t re
. ! tP l l s  . .e  to  th .  unb. t !n . .1
. ! tp l t  sockets  a .d  . .e  to  th .
b r  nnced or tpu ts  n .  de f l . tLy ,
L i r i s  a t t tL  be  des i ! .  uscs  Iv .
PCC885.  wh .h  a rc  . !q !cd  .nd

Slmpty  $vapp .g  be tween lhc
Mc f losh  C2200 a .d  the  EAR
912 !  my re fe rence: /s lem
lhe L . t le r  sL ipp .d  .  t ke  I  was
b.nr  lo  b .  the .e , lnmed: t . t y
,€ndcr  ng  m€ d !mbfo ! .ded
be. .u5 .  o f  i t s  q ! ie t ress
P.vLov i .n . .nd  t  o . .g  Io r .e !

me Lo $sumc rnar : i y  p fe  ahp
! r  l l i  d  i  s l f l l o f  g lassvr 'a re  t r ' l l
i ssue some L .yer  o f  h  ss  tha  t
one t . : .n5  to  t .L . ra l€  Not  so
lhe  t l2 :  ! r  th  the  vo l !me .o . { ro t
c  a iked  rp  a id  no  s  gnat fed
n t  was  lhos tLy  n  ts  s  Le fce

W lh  musr . ,  thc  EAR expt .  ted
t r  E . h a r : c t e r  5 t  c  b y  d e L v e r . q
s .me o t  lhe  w de5t  dyn !m c

So haze and. !  5e  f .ee
was th .  LP p ta tback  lhd l
. !e .  A /B d  !ome LPs w th  lhe i f
be l te r  CD !e -  ons  Th s  appted
too  to  l f : . s  en t5  w i r .h  were
a 5  c r  s p . s  a  n e e s w o n r o n
no over ia iq .  rom bass  'o
l . .b le  Yo!  l ke  se l l  ng  LF CD
vs LP demos? Th is  baby  i .  the
pL.y ! ro !nd  0n .e  the . . r .e . t
mpcoance :  cnose.  . f0

you !e  l r  nmed the  teveLs ,  yc !
. .n  swap be twee.  LP and C0
l .  y . ! r  h .an  s  deL qh1 l f yo !  do
th  s ,x th  care  you r  t tLearn  wh!
lhe  a faLo! ! .  b r l !ade dese e .
to  be  .o  ns l f ie rab ty  sm!q

h. . l the  s ta te  o f  lhe  . r l
M!s  . .1  F  deLr ) ,  kW DM25
tw.  .hass  s  CD p taye f  a .  w .5
a u d  1 . n  n 9  t h e  9 1 2  T h e  . . . 1 0
q! : t  I  e5  o l  lhe  ? l2  beyo.d
those er . lu5ve to  the  Dh.no
s ta !es ,  aLLowed lhe  kW D M25 to
3  ig  ! .h  fd . f . r l .  Th  s  a t towed
in .  Lo  p  npo nr  rnosevery
quat l  e5  .ommon lo  a t t  .p ! l s
I  used thE M. r .n tz  CDl2 /DAl2
l .  assess  lhe  ba lnnced i rpu ts l ,
a n d  f e d  t h e  M . . l 0 5 h  M C 2 l 0 2
i rom borh  the  3 l2  s  baLanced
a.d  s .q te  e .ded o ! lp ! l s

Eata .ced 5b . t te r  nevery

c a s e ,  b u l  t h e  9 1 2  s s o s o ! . d L y
des  g .ed  th . t  lhe  d  f fe fe . .es
are  tes :  marked ryo !  a t fe :dy
o(n  a  power .mpt  f  e f  r  thou l
ba tan .ed  np ! t . ,  the  ?12 s  5 l iLL

Beyond she. r  q !  e tness  the
9 l2s  pers .n . t  l y  s  a ! tb . .  t y
very  c te . .  ! .b€L  c ! !b ty
d . tn  l€d  t  never  sounds dry
or  tean,  and therc  s  enou!h
wafmth  su .h  th r t  vo  ces  have
t ie  teq !  5  le  Ler t ! .es  and
reat  sm CL.5s ic  Re.o fds

Porgyand Aer. pcfrofmed bl
RJy  Ch. r tes  a .d  CLco La  .e  a rd
H. . ry  Bet . lo . le  5  5 l .b  a t  th€
bt !cs  were  pe f te . l  tes ts  Io r  t l r i s

[1 .ny  yeaE aqo D ive  Wi tso i
Lv,he. rev ew nql 9alc ovefhead
v cws or  Ine  roo i f  1o .on ley  t l re
.h .Fc  o t  the  so ! .d51r9e h .ve
on ly , ro rds :  T  n r  l ! fed  n  t l s t  the
.  !h1  .Dou n t  o fw d lh ,  avo  d  ng
a.y rn  r ! .pp .oa . r in !  r Ie
over lLy  !nnat ! f . t t t  p .no . rmi . ,
wh Le  pror  d  .g  g .ea le r  dcp th
th .n  !5uat  The ta l te r  w l l t  make
rnany  pre  amps seem 70.

ta /  lh  th .  EAF t l2 ,  the
soundstagc  snaps  . to  p1 . . .
and ;s  dc  f fom t re . :ve .no !5
. lep th  pcr fo .me.s  h :ve
t i re  appropr ia te  d  me.s  ons
Thr .w n  .  .a f t f  dge t  k€  the
Den. .  01103 k iow.  l . r  t s
!nha.nessed 50undsta !e  w d th
p tay  r l  lh rou9h speake.s  s !ch
as W h.. r WATT P!ppy Syslen
7,  a  rd  , 'o !  h .ve  . i9h-o i  per fec t

Presen la l .n  The 912 s  mpty
iakes .ver  do .gwha l  t  s :ys :
P .o less  onat  Co. t ro t  Cent .e ,
wth  the  en i !h .s  son co . t r . t

cRrTtcts s?
C. i t  c  sms l  Th .se  se .k in !
the  o len ty  tush  m!s t  look
. lsewre fe  s !spe. l  T im wo! td
ra ther  lwat low b .oken g t :ss
than d  a t  .  euphonyfo . th€  he t t
. f  I  The 912 Jo  .s  the  v . ry  5hor t
L  51  o l  eq !  pmen l  lh . t  co ! td  f  nd

domcst  .  sys tem w lho ! t  e le r
s .cmin !  tke  an  . l . .Loper  E

' Irrnkbles - SMt 10, Series Varm; . speakers - R0sers lS3/5A and
S t30/2, Serlss Varm Witson WA1T Puppy System 7
. Players - Musicat fideLity kW 0M25 . Cables- Atlas 0uest0rifkrconmctsi
and aranrzC01Z/DAI2CDplayers Iranspare nainsdistributi0nblocki
' Audi0vatve Srnilda ph0i0 slaSe Iransparenl Ulm balanced and single.
. AmF Mc nlosh C2200 prc-ampr snded cabLe: Iransp?rcrt Relercnce
Mdrt0shMC2l02pol/ l /eramp Eeakefcai les

ABoVt ol! rhem{/n.no!tioi mnlmL

ABoVIClos op0lardi!ulplrs

HI.FI NEWS VERDIGI
.Jusl underf5k is a bagf0L0fshekels, butlhissh0!ld be a !rime conlendef f0r
every0ne wh0 1l toves valves 2luses theirlumtabte m0re than any 0thef s0ufce
and 3ld0esn lwantl0 buyar0tier pre amp in the foreseeabte lulure. This ttring
has tlassic'wfltkn att0v€rlt. N0w. Tim. h0wab0uta nratchii0 am0?


